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QUESTION 


It is mentioned in the authentic Hadith: 
“Whoever says to his brother, O Kafir, 
then surely one of them is such.” 
Sahih al-Bukhari [6103] 


So, is this from the nullifiers (of Islam)? 


ANSWER 


What appears to me, and Allah knows best, is that 
the takfir of a Muslim is divided into 
Three categories: 


1. The one who had ta wil in his speech (of calling 
the Muslim a Kafir). There is no sin upon him. On 
the contrary, he could be rewarded as it was 
affirmed by several scholars (i.e. such as Ibn al- 


Qayyim) 


This is indicated by Umar saying to Hatib:Allow me 
to strike the neck of this hypocrite.” 
Sahih al-Bukhari [4624] 


The saying of Usayd (R.A) to Sad b. Ubadah (R.A): 
Indeed, you are a hypocrite, you argue on behalf of 
the hypocrites.” 
| Tafsir Ibn Kathir regarding the verse 63:7] 


And other than that, and al-Bukhari has written 
a chapter-heading based upon that in al-Adab al 
Mufrad: 


The Chapter of Whoever Does Not View the 
Disbelief of One Who Said That (i.e. Takfir of a 
Muslim) out of Misinterpretation or Ignorance 


2. Whoever said it (i.e. takfir of a Muslim) from the 
way of oppression/injustice, enmity of 
opposition,and accusation while he is truly a 
Muwahid inwardly then, this person is in danger. 


However, it does not appear (to mean), and Allah 
knows best, that his kufr is major kufr. Rather he 
could have fell into an enormous sin and minor 
kufr. 

This is what the vast-majority of scholars are upon. 


3. Whoever made takfir upon him without a 
misinterpretation or misconception, so here he 
becomes a Kafir. 

Since he made iman as kufr, and based upon 
this al-Bukhari wrote a chapter-heading: 


Whoever Makes Takfir on his Brother Without 
Tawil, Then he is (exactly) Like What he Said 
[Chapter in His Sahih] 


Likewise, he mentioned some textual evidences 
regarding this (such as): “Whoever says to his 
Brother, O Kafir, (until the end of the Hadith).” 


Pay attention: the difference between the first (case) 
and the second (case) is that the first (case) is a ta wil 
based upon a valid (Shar) misinterpretation by 
using evidences from the texts (Quran and Sunnah). 
Along with the purpose of establishing the truth for 
the sake of Allah while ordaining the good and 
forbidding the evil. 


But as for the second (case), then his ta wil is not a 
valid (Shar) misinterpretation. Even if he used 
evidences from the Shariah, with the purpose of 
enmity against his opponent, oppression/injustice, 
and gaining victory for himself. 


And Allah knows best. 


QUESTION 


Is the new revert to Islam excused if he performs 


shirk or commits a nullifier such as prostrating to 
an idol while he is in the lands of Islam? 


Is it valid to prove that (he has an excuse) with the 
Hadith of ‘Dhat Anwat’? 


ANSWER 


There is no excuse in Asl ad-din (the foundations 
of the religion - major shirk). The Hujjah is applied 
in it (for punishment in the dunya and akhirah) 
through the conveyance of the Da wah (of Islam). 


Rather, he can be excused in the ordainments (i.e. 

clear matters) such as (the obligation of) salah, the 

prohibition of alcohol, and what is similar to that. 
As for using qiyas (analogy to give an excuse to 
shirk) by "Dhat Anwat’, then that is batil (false). 


What shirk or kufr did the Sahabah fall into?! 


Verily they did not cling upon the tree (with 
their weapons) to begin with. They rather 
asked (the Prophet about that). It is a 
transgression in the question but not kufr - 
rather it is from the types of sins. So how can 
analogy be used for them to the one who 
prostrates to an idol as it is mentioned? 


And Allah knows best. 
[END OF FATWA] 
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